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Welcome to Hidden Sparks Without Walls. 

We will be starting at 8:30pm. 

To alleviate background noise and ensure

a quiet session,  your audio connection has

been muted.

Chat: Asking Questions & Sharing Thoughts

You are encouraged to ask questions and share 

your thoughts on the chat.

Please activate the chat feature on the bottom of 

the screen. You may choose to chat to panelists 

and all attendees or just panelists.

Audio:

If you would like to call in via phone for audio, please look up the call in number, webinar id,

and passcode information on your webinar invite.
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ABOUT HIDDEN SPARKS

Hidden Sparks helps educators and Jewish day schools 
nurture the Hidden Spark within each student, facilitating 

professional development to increase understanding and 

support for the broad range of learners in the classroom.

Offerings include:
● award-winning Learning Lenses course on understanding 

learning and behavior  

● 1:1 coaching for teachers 
● Internal and Peer Coach mentoring within schools

● workshop on Differentiating Instruction

● Hidden Sparks Without Walls webinar series
● Parent Learning Center (PLC)



Presented by Kateri Thunder
Monday, February 9, 2026

Using Literacy Strategies to Gain Deep 
Mathematical Understanding
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Our Guest: Kateri Thunder

Kateri Thunder, Ph.D. is an educator, researcher, 

author, and coach who collaborates with learners and 

educators around the world to translate research into 

practice. Kateri has had the pleasure of being a 

classroom teacher in early childhood through high school 

math, a math specialist, an assistant professor of math 

education at James Madison University, and Site 

Director for the Central Virginia Writing Project. Kateri 

researches, writes, and presents on equity and access in 

education and the intersection of literacy and 

mathematics for teaching and learning. She has 

partnered with thousands of educators to catalyze 

change in their classrooms and schools. Kateri serves 

on the board for Barrett Early Learning Center, the oldest 

daycare in Virginia, and on the Learning Care Group 

Education Advisory Board. She has played a pivotal role 

in the creation of Sadlier PreK with Wiley Blevins as well 

as Sadlier’s Progress in Mathematics series. Kateri is a 

best-selling author for Corwin’s Teaching Mathematics in 

the Visible Learning Classroom Series, The Success 

Criteria Playbook, Visible Learning in Early Childhood, 

The Early Childhood Education Playbook, and The 

Mathematics Playbook.
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Session Goals
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You will need…
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Overview of the Session
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Demchak & Thunder, www.mathplusliteracy.com

http://www.mathplusliteracy.com/
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How many hi gh f i ves 
di d t he st art i ng 

pl ayers exchange? Demchak & Thunder, www.mathplusliteracy.com

http://www.mathplusliteracy.com/
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Visualizing

Making 

Connections

Making Use of 

Prior Knowledge 

and Predicting

Questioning

Summarizing

How many hi gh f i ves 
di d t he st art i ng 

pl ayers exchange? 
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Visualizing

Making 
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Making Use of 

Prior Knowledge 

and Predicting
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Summarizing

How many hi gh f i ves 
di d t he st art i ng 

pl ayers exchange? 
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Tangible objects, 
acting out, 

manipulatives

Drawings, 
Pictures, 
Images, 
Charts

Academic language 
and vocabulary 

(spoken or written)

Real world 
situations, 
problems 

embedded 
in books, 
poems, 
content

Symbols, 
algebraic 

letters (x A), 

Representations

Physical

Visual

VerbalContextual

Symbolic
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How much did the very hungry caterpillar eat?

Visualizing * Making Connections * Questioning *Summarizing 
*Making Use of Prior Knowledge and Predicting
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Overview of the Session
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Math 

Problems 

from 

Read 

Alouds
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Math Problems from a Dystopian Novel
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Overview of the Session
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Vocabulary

STARE

Tier 3 – 
Domain 
Specific

Tier 2 – 
High-

Frequency

Tier 1 – Words of 
Everyday Speech
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Vocabulary

Tier 3 – 
Domain 
Specific

Tier 2 – 
High-

Frequency

Tier 1 – Words of 
Everyday Speech

PLENTY
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Vocabulary

Tier 3 – 
Domain 
Specific

Tier 2 – 
High-

Frequency

Tier 1 – Words of 
Everyday Speech

DOORBELL
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Vocabulary

Tier 3 – 
Domain 
Specific

Tier 2 – 
High 

Frequency

Tier 1 – Words of 
Everyday Speech

STARVING
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Vocabulary

Tier 3 – 
Domain 
Specific

Tier 2 – 
High-

Frequency

Tier 1 – Words of 
Everyday Speech

ENORMOUS
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Vocabulary

Tier 3 – 
Domain 
Specific

Tier 2 – 
High-

Frequency

Tier 1 – Words of 
Everyday Speech

COUSINS
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Concept M ap

Thunder & Demchak, www.mathplusliteracy.com
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Gallenstein, March 2011, nctm.org
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Gallenstein, March 2011, nctm.org
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are 
left

remain

still 
there

didn't 
pop off

How 
many?

Let's 
count!

What 
number?

How 
much?
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Session Goals
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Kateri Thunder, Ph.D.
katerithunder@gmail.com 

@MATHplusLIT

@katerithunder
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Upcoming Hidden Sparks Without Walls 

Sessions

If you are interested in bringing

 Hidden Sparks

to your school or city, please contact us:

212-767-7707or rabbihus@hiddensparks.org

Wednesday, February 25, 2026

For Teachers

Strengthening Kriah – Building a Lasting 

Foundation in Hebrew Reading

Presented by Leah Zoimen

Wednesday, March 11, 2026

For Teachers

Improving Student Engagement with 

Havruta Routines in the General and 

Judaic Studies Classrooms

Presented by Allison Cook and Dr. Orit Kent 

mailto:rabbihus@hiddensparks.org
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Contacting Hidden Sparks

Contact Presenter:

Sarah Gord0n

Contact Hidden Sparks:

www.hiddensparks.org

news@hiddensparks.org (212) 767-7707

www.facebook.com/HiddenSparks
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Hidden Sparks would like to thank our 

Donors, Supporters and Partners
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